Freshman pitcher John Castro looks to insert himself into the rotation as the new season begins. 
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ASI talks inclusive 
beauty services 


MSA and ASI 
work to make Long 
Beach’s campus 
more inviting for 
Muslim women. 


By James Chow 
Staff Writer 


Secretary of Cultural Af- 
fairs Victoria Villa announced 
Wednesday in her report to the 
weekly Senate meeting that she 
is working with members of As- 
sociated Students, Inc. Senate 
and the Muslim Student Asso- 
ciation to have more inclusive 
practices at Elektric Hair Salon 
in the University Student Union. 


To establish privacy for hi- 
jab-wearing women, Villa hopes 
to work with Elektric to estab- 
lish scheduled specialized hair 
appointments for them, so peo- 
ple won't see these women with 
their hair out. Culturally, Mus- 
lim women often wear the head- 
scarf as a symbol of modesty and 
privacy within their faith and it 
is considered inappropriate for 
men outside of their immediate 
family and strangers to see them 
without the hijab. 

Villa said she has heard stories 
where Muslim women have gone 
through various ways to conceal 
their hair when getting it done. 

“Some women have to get 


see BEAUTY, page 2 
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Sticker will replace 
TAP card in fall 2017. 


By Carlos Villicana 
Staff Writer 


TAP cards used by Cal State Long 
Beach students, staff and faculty for free 
bus rides with Long Beach Transit will 
be replaced by a sticker, though current 
cards will not need to be replaced. 

The sticker will be placed on CSULB 
ID cards and go into effect in the fall 
2017 semester. 

It is scheduled to become available 
for distribution on June 19, when Stu- 
dent Orientation, Advising & Registra- 
tion for the fall 2017 semester begins, in 
an effort to have the sticker available for 
new-CSULB students. 

Current TAP card holders can opt 
to purchase a TAP sticker for their ID, 
but will not be required to do so for the 


line up. 


SLWOGRIA TATE GerreRY 


EBEHH VES 


SEE YOU LATER 


NOT 
SOONER 


ith rain in the forecast this weekend, the 
Long Beach State baseball team will 
not be hosting its opening weekend series 


against Oklahoma at Blair Field. After 


agreeing to move the series to Norman, Oklahoma, the 
Dirtbags will hop on a plane — in what will be the first time LBSU 
will have a series moved due to weather since head coach Troy 
Buckley has been a member of the Dirtbags’ coaching staff. 

Long Beach State is likely to have reigning Big West Pticher 
of the Year Darren-McCaughan pitch on Friday for the 
season opener. 

Along with McCaughan, seniors Daniel Jackson and Brock 
Lundquist will look to add some power to the Dirtbags’ 


Check out more details on the upcoming LBSU baseball 
season on pages 4 and 5. 


New sticker TAPs you into bus 


Jose De Castro | Daily 49er 
The TAP card issued through Cal State Long Beach will be replaced with a 
microchip sticker on students’ ID cards. 
foreseeable future, according to Finan- lor said that they are unlikely to still be 
cial Management Associate Vice Presi- used in four or five years. 
dent Sharon Taylor. 
Plans to phase out the current TAP 


see TAP, page 2 
cards have yet to be finalized, but Tay- 
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Campus drills through evacuation 


School officials hope 
to prepare for future 
emergencies. 


By Jose De Castro 
Photo Editor 


Audible alarms, visible strobes 
and flashing lights brought students 
to their feet Wednesday for the an- 
nual evacuation drill. : 

A Beach Alert was sent to Cal 
State Long Beach students, facul- 
ty and staff at 10:29 a.m. informing 
them that there shall be an evacua- 
tion drill. 

Notification about the annual 
campus-wide evacuation drill was 
first sent out through emails, calls 


CITY COUNCIL 


and text on Feb. 6. 

_ The drill aimed to help the uni- 
versity practice the correct evacua- 
tion response in case of an emergen- 
cy. 

While it was helpful to others, it 
was an inconvenience for 24-year- 
old history major Adriel Cruz. 

“I was sick already when i got the 
notification I just ignored it? Cruz 
said. 

Students such as 22-year-old 
accounting major Anthony Lay- 
mon-Jones agreed that the notifica- 
tion was convenient. 

“It’s helpful because it gives us an 
opportunity to know what was going 
on at the campus,” he said. 

Students, faculty and staff re-en- 
tered the buildings | after the drill 
ended at 10:45 a.m. 


“ ee 


E< 


Elizabeth Ortiz | Daily 49er 


Students stand outside of the University Library and the LA 1 building after an evacuation drill Wednesday. 


LB City Council approves two new measures 


Officials offer 
unanimous support 
to improve Metro 
safety and paramedic 
services. 


By Samantha Diaz 
Staff Writer 


Long Beach City Council approved 
two measures to improve public safe- 
ty and approved the construction 
of new housing units in East Long 
Beach during a Tuesday night meet- 
ing. 

North Long Beach will be gain- 


ing back paramedic service Rescue ~ 


12, after it was pulled in 2010 due to 
low funds. The council is now able 
to revamp the paramedic service by 
allocating funds from sales tax reve- 
nue Measure A, which was originally 
meant for street repairs. 

The paramedic service will be lo- 
cated at Fire Station 12 in the 9th 


District, but is expected to improve 
the response time throughout the 
city. 

“We've been discussing this for 
years and have always made public 
safety a top priority, and now we have 
a fiscally and structurally sound plan 
to restore services we can count on 
and that our residents deserve;’ said 
Vice Mayor Rex Richardson, who in- 
troduced the item to the council. 

Richardson said he felt the need 
to restore Rescue 12 after seeing that 
the response time in the past decade 
had increased by one minute, severe- 
ly compromising the safety of Long 
Beach residents. 

The measure will also restore the 
Police Academy unit, taking effect 
March 1. 

“Because of Measure A tonight, 
we're restoring the rescue in North 
Long Beach and we're restoring the 
Police Academy unit to ensure that 
training is the best possible in the 
city of Long Beach, Mayor Robert 
Garcia said. 

The council also moved to have the 


Long Beach Police Department patrol 
the Metro Blue Line and is currently 
awaiting approval of the Los Angeles 
County Metropolitan Transportation 


be 


We’ve been discussing this 
for years and have always 
made public safety a top 
priority, and now we have 
a fiscally and structurally 
‘sound plan to restore 
services we can count on 
and that our residents 
deserve. 


-Vice Mayor Rex Richardson 


Authority. Currently, the Los Angeles 

County Police Department has juris- 

diction over the Blue Line. 
Richardson claimed that putting 


the LBPD in charge of the Blue Line - 


BEAUTY 


continued from page | 


their hair done in the basement; Villa said. “[Others,] in 
the middle of getting their hair dyed or cut have to imme- 
diately cover it, regardless, as soon as someone comes in 
the salon” i 

In addition, she is advocating for halal nail polish, 
which allows Muslim women to pray while wearing the 
product. Before prayer, Muslims purify themselves by 
washing their arms, hands and nails. This type of nail pol- 
ish allows water to pass through the polish and cleanse 
the nails,.thus making it permissible to wear while in 
prayer. 

“We are working with ASI Senate members and MSA to 
make sure [the university] has an inclusive environment, 
Villa said. 

Cal State Long Beach’s President's Designee Jeff Klaus 
swore in two new senators for the College of the Arts and 
the College of Engineering, respectively. 

Anna Jane Murphy, the newly appointed senator for 
CLA, said in her confirmation speech that she would work 
to fix the art buildings, specifically Fine Arts 4, which has 
ceiling issues. She said she would help the maintenance of 


the building through fundraising and dialogue with the 
relevant campus officials. 

The new senator for the COE, Jordan Doering, cited 
similar infrastructure issues that needed fixing in the en- 
gineering buildings. 

“Every time I talk to engineering students, they urge me 
to help them out with the buildings,’ Doering said. 

But structure problems didn't stop there. 

Senator of the College of Health and Human Services 
Joe Nino said a student concern was infrastructure issues 
in the department's building. 

“It was flooded with all the heavy rain and leaky ceil- 
ings, Nino said. “The carpets had lice and mold.” 

Also, Senator-at-large Daniel Gomez motioned to only 
approve the second reading of Senate Resolution 2017-17, 
formerly known as the O.P.P. Resolution, instead of passing 
it today. 

“The last thing that the authors of the resolution want is 
to make it about the title instead of the actual topic? Go- 
mez said. 

Gomez said that the new name of the resolution and the 
addition of 65th District Assernblyperson Sharon Quirk 
Silva's Assembly Bill No. 393 as reasons to amend the third 
reading at the meeting. The bill requires that the tuition 
cost and mandatory systemwide fees not be increased until 
the end of the 2019-20 academic year. 


would decrease response time from 
12 minutes to five minutes and in- 
crease the coverage of policing in a 
24-hour period. 

LBPD Police Chief Robert Luna 
said that since the city funded two 
police academies last year, along with 
the two incoming this year and they 
are well equipped to take over the 
Metro Blue Line. : 

“Improving Blue Line safety has 
been and is a high priority for this 
council and for the thousands of resi- 
dents who use public transportation,” 
said councilman Al Austin. 

The Metro Board will vote on the 


item next Tuesday. 


The council also voted to move 


forward with a single-family housing © 


unit in East Long Beach. The housing 
unit will replace a church lot that has 
been sitting vacant for two years. 
Bordering Long Beach and Ha- 
waiian Gardens, the unit will hold 
40 homes that will vary from 2,400- 
2,700 square feet. Some of the mod- 
els will include the option to have the 
master bedroom on the first floor in 


TAP 


continued from page 1 


order to accommodate older resi- 
dents who have no other single-story 
options for housing in the area. 

The project was met with oppo- 
sition from Warren Blesofsky. of the 
Long Beach Citizens for Fair De- 
velopment, who claimed that. it had 
an unsatisfactory Environmental 
Impact Report and challenged the 
developers to find a way to save the 
church building instead of tearing it 
down. 

Still, the neighbors of the future 
housing unit were largely in support, 
claiming that the development would 
increase property value and offer 
more options for older residents. The 
developers of the unit held a meeting 
with the surrounding community, 
where over 100 residents attended 
and gave their opinions on what they 
want their future neighboring homes 
to look like. 

“The residents have reached out 
to me and said ‘approve it and ap- 
prove it quickly,” said councilwom- 
an Stacy Mungo of the community’s 
support. 


“The sticker is fairly small? Long Beach Transit Public Information Off- 
cer Kevin Lee said. “It's attached tothe ID so it’s always associated with you.” 
LBT proposed the change to CSULB in order to eliminate the need 
to carry two cards. The CSULB Parking Advisory Committee, which in- 


cludes members of ASI, Parking Enforcement and Parking Administra- 


tion, supported the change. 


The change was reported by Associated Students, Inc. Vice President 


Logan Vournas during an ASI Senate meeting on Feb. 1. 

The TAP sticker will cost $5, the same fee for the current TAP card. 
Vournas said that students who wish to replace a lost ID and purchase a 
TAP sticker will need to pay $10. 

“Whether it’s on a TAP card or a TAP sticker, it’s essentially the same 


_ program, Lee said. 


TAP access will continue to be deactivated during the summer if the 


* user is not enrolled in classes or employed by the university during the 


summer. The sticker will contain a microchip that can disable bus ride 
access if a student is not currently enrolled. 
Like with the TAP card, the TAP sticker program will be funded by 
parking fees, which also fund the campus shuttles. : 
Unlike the card, the sticker will feature a design that will be chosen 
from a pool of student submissions on Feb. 22. 
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NEWS 3 


DROUGHT 


California has a drought to deluge 


Beyond Oroville, 
record rain strains 


N. California’s flood 


control network. 


By Rong-Gong Lin II, Paige St. _ 
John, Matt Stevens and 

Corina Knoll 

Los Angeles Times 


OROVILLE, Calif. - The frantic ef- 


fort over the last few days to lower water 
levels at Oroville Dam after the struc- 
ture’s two spillways became damaged 
is part of a larger drama playing out as 
California rapidly shifts from extreme 
drought to intense deluges. 

Large swaths of the region are on 
track to experience their wettest winter 
on record, with many areas having al- 

’ ready surpassed their average precipita- 
tion for an entire year. 

And all that water is putting new 
strains on the network of dams, rivers, 
levees‘and other waterways that are es- 
sential to preventing massive flooding 
during wet years like this one. 

The biggest danger zone lies in the 
Central Valley at the base of the Sierra 
Nevada, whose tall peaks can wring the 
skies of huge amounts of rain and snow. 
The area is essentially one giant flood- 
plain that would be easily transformed 
into an inland sea without man-made 
flood control. At 400 miles long and 40 
miles wide, it has only a tiny bottleneck 
from which to drain - a one-mile open- 
ing at the Carquinez Strait at San Pablo 
Bay - before water heads into the San 
Francisco Bay. 

“You got this big bathtub - water 
doesn't flow out of it very quickly,” said 
Jeffrey Mount, senior fellow at the Pub- 
lic Policy Institute of California and 


Brian van der Brug | Los Angeles Times 


- Reconstruction continues in a race to shore up the emergency spillway at Oroville Dam in Oroville, Calif., on 


Wednesday. 


former director of the University of 
California, Davis Center for Watershed 
Sciences. 

As the site of the nation’s tallest dam 
and the main storage for the State Wa- 
ter Project that sends water to Southern 
California, Lake Oroville has com- 
manded national attention as the crip- 
pled spillways forced the evacuations 
of more than 100,000 downstream. But 
smaller water systems are also under in- 
tense pressure. 

Sixteen reservoirs, ranging from 

‘small to the biggest in the state, were 
above 90 percent full as of Wednesday 
morning. 

Among them is the Don Pedro Res- 
ervoir, the sixth-largest in California 
and located near Yosemite National 
Park. As of Wednesday afternoon, it 


stood at 827.4 feet, just shy of its 830- 
foot capacity, the Turlock Irrigation 
District said in a statement. The dis- 
trict continued to make releases to the 
Tuolumne River, which flows through 
Stanislaus County and into urban cen- 
ters such as Modesto. 

Forecasters predict that about 4.7 
inches of precipitation could fall in 
the watershed over the next six days. 
Although the irrigation district said it 
does not anticipate an overflow, it ad- 
vised residents of Stanislaus and Mer- 
ced counties to register for emergency 
notifications. 4 

In the Sacramento Valley, Shasta 
Dam, the spigot for California's largest 
water storage lake, and Keswick Dam 
both released large volumes of water 
for multiple days into the Sacramento 


TEST PREPARATION WORKSHOPS 


As educators, we know that great teachers make for 

great classes so our philosophy has always been to use 
fully credentialed teachers with advanced or specialized 
degrees and years of classroom experience. This is the basis 


for our high quality programs at affordable prices. 


$280-$470 (Materials Included) 
REPEAT FOR FREE 


Programs Offered By: 
California State University Long Beach 
Continuing and Professional Education 
562-985-5561 « www.ccpe.csulb.edu 


BTPS TESTING 
800-426-2769 « www.btpstesting.com 


OPINION: 


River. 

The National Weather Service's Cal- 
ifornia Nevada River Forecast Center 
warns that the San Joaquin River at 
Vernalis in San Joaquin County will 
surge into the “danger stage” this week- 
end, the first time this winter that the 
center has made such a warning. That 
could put the town of Lathrop, south of 
Stockton, at risk. 

Earlier this week, evacuation orders 
were issued for Tyler Island, a small 
farming tract in the Sacramento Delta, 
after a compromised levee posed a risk 
of flooding. 

To water experts, it's a pattern that 


_ plays out in years of heavy rains. Lakes 


pushed to capacity have placed tremen- 
dous strain on levees, some of which 
were built long ago and were weakly 


constructed. Perceived as fail-safes, le- 
vees were meant to reduce the frequen- 
cy of floods, not stop them altogether, 
experts say. 

“Theyre really the No. 1 defense 
against floods, and they're not very 
good at it” Mount said. “Levees are 
kind of unreliable partners in flood 
management.” 

Hoping to avoid the situation faced 
at Lake Oroville, officials are planning 
large releases of water from reservoirs. 
But that could further strain the hun- 
dreds of miles of levees that line the 
Central Valley's vast river networks, 
built to protect homes, businesses and 
farms from floods. The series of storms 
that slammed the area in December 
1996 and lasted for a week caused nu- 
merous levees to collapse. Widespread 
flooding that inundated 300 square 
miles led to extensive damage and evac- 
uations of 120,000 people, as well as 
nine deaths. 

While the state's reservoirs are built 
to release water slowly, officials are 
forced to quicken the pace of releases 
when they are at capacity. Water from 
brimming reservoirs is guided into 
nearby rivers. If those rivers are full, 
water can seep over and under levees, 
or through hidden cracks, leading to 
erosion. 

The expectation of more storms this 
season and a massive snowpack likely 
to run off into the summer has officials 
grappling with their options. 

“After several years of drought, now 
weve got too much all at once,’ said 
Jeremy Hill, a civil engineer who is part 
of the Department of Water Resources’ 
flood operations team. 

Hill said the threat of floods would 
be a lasting concern until the end of 
spring. 


HEALTHY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 


For research study involving measurement of hemoglobin and 
other non-invasive readings. 

If you are 18 years of age or older, healthy and weigh a 
minimum of 110 Ibs, you may be eligible to participate in a 
research study with monetary compensation for your time. 

You may be paid up to 250 dollars. Multiple blood draws and a 
fluid infusion may be involved. Study time varies. 
Please call for details. ; 
Masimo Corporation 
52 Discovery Irvine, CA 
92618 949-297-7137 


EYE CARE 
for STUDENTS 


EAP OPTOMETRY 


6541 E. SPRING ST. 
LONG BEACH, CA 90808 


562.496.3365 


EapOptometry.com 


Our office is located in the Stater Bros. Shopping Center {Spring St. 
& Pato Verde Ave.}*A valve frame with single vision plastic lenses 
{sph 4, c7i 3}. A valid current student 1D must be presented at the 
time of services. The offer cannot be combined with any other 
discounts or insurance, 


The Daily 49er is looking for a 


web designer. 


INCLUDES: 


EYE EXAM + EYEGLASSES* 
OR 


EYE EXAM + 


1 PAIR OF DISPOSABLE CONTACT LENSES 


OR 


20% OFF EYE EXAM 
20% OFF EYEGLASSES 
20% OFF PRESCRIPTION SUNGLASSES 


Contact us at 
eicd49er@gmail.com 


4 SPORTS 


Rain or shine, 


ith a mix of returners and 


new additions, the Long 


Beach State baseball team’ 


looks to build on its 2016 


playoff appearance. 


By Luke Ramirez 
Staff Writer 


Blair Field in Long Beach is usually the 
perfect venue for the start of a baseball sea- 
son, given the beautiful weather southern 
California is known for this time of year. 

But with this weekend's forecast in- 
cluding four inches of rain on Friday, the 
team will instead pack up and head to 
Norman, Oklahoma. So, what started as a 
joking way of comparing weather in Long 
Beach and Norman became a real issue of 
whether or not the series could be played 
at Blair Field. 

“We started looking into the weather 
here; Dirtbags head coach Troy Buckley 
said. “It became really problematic and 
you factor that in with all the saturation 
that we have — we do have some issues 
with the drainage [at Blair Field] and if 
we get a deluge of rain its really difficult 
to move out” 

Last year, the Dirtbags finished 38-22 
(15-9 in Big West play) which was good 
enough for runner-up in the Big West 
and earned the team an at large bid into 
the NCAA College Baseball Champion- 
ships. At the Coral Gables regional, LBSU 
advanced to the final against Miami, but 
fell short to the No. 3 overall seed in the 
tournament on June 5. 

“It definitely left a bad taste in our 
mouths, junior pitcher Darren Mc- 
Caughan said. “We were an inch away, so 
this offseason was really built around get- 
ting further than we did last year” 

Thanks to the strong showing in the re- 
gional, as well as the number of returners 
the Dirtbags have in their arsenal this sea- 
son, the team received respect from major 
college baseball ranking websites. Baseball 
America has the Dirtbags as the No. 20 
ranked team in the country heading into 
2017. 

“We still have to take care of what is in 
front of us every single day; head coach 
Troy Buckley said. “We don't get too excit- 
ed about [the rankings]” 

The Dirtbags have a plethora of return- 
ing players from last season who make up 
a strong core of veterans on both sides of 
the ball. 

McCaughan, 2016 Big West Pitcher of 
the Year, and senior Dave Smith give the 
starting pitching rotation some valuable 
experience pitching in big games. 

“Tve just tried to be there for guys when 
they need someone? McCaughan said. “I 
want to lead this team in the right direc- 
tion and set a solid foundation for what we 
want to do this season.” 

Other names Buckley mentioned when 
it comes to this year’s starting rotation are 
junior John Sheaks and freshmen John 


Cas- 
tira 
and Matt 
Fields. Sheaks 
pitched at Saddle- 
back College last year, 
posting a 7-2 record with 

3.03 ERA and 56 strikeouts. 
Fields is a homegrown product 
from Lakewood High School, where 
he struck out 64 batters over 58.1 innings 
in his senior campaign. 

“The staff is capable of a lot of great 
things, junior catcher David Banuelos 
said. “I know they are going to be out there 
competing every single pitch” 

Additional options for the rotation in- 
clude junior college transfer AJ. Jones and 
freshman left hander Ryan Mauch. Both 
pitchers are currently nursing injuries but 
will be key additions to the team. Mauch 


‘pte 


It definitely left a bad - 
taste in our mouths — we 
were an inch away, so this 
offseason was really built 
around getting futher than 
we did last year. 


-Darren McCaughan, 99 


Junior pitcher 


was selected by the Baltimore Orioles in 
the 32nd round of the 2016 MLB draft out 
of high school, but did not sign a contract 
with the team. 

Offensively, senior first baseman Dan- 
iel Jackson will be a major piece in the 


Dirtbags’ lineup. Jackson, who missed the 


first 18 games of the 2016 campaign, hit 
.321 with six home runs and 34 RBIs in 
2016, helping him receive Second Team 
All-Big West honors. Coach Buckley 
plans to feature Jackson in the leadoff spot 
to start the season. 

“DJ is very versatile,’ said Buckley. “He 
gives us our best at-bats and he’s our best 
hitter” 

Following Jackson, LBSU has a group 
of returners that can hit for power to fill in 
the rest of the line up. Juniors Brock Lund- 
quist, Luke Rasmussen and Banuelos all 
have experience and will be power threats 
to opposing pitchers. 


“Our 
offense is go- 
ing to be able to 
help our pitchers out 
a lot this year; Banuelos 
said. “We have guys that can 
do a lot of damage one through 
nine. Even off the bench we are very 
deep this year.” 

Even with the number of returners on 
the Dirtbags roster this season, there are 
some key positions being filled in by some 
fresh faces. LBSU had four players select- 
ed in the 2016 MLB first year player draft, 
including shortstop Garrett Hampson, 
who was drafted in the third round by the 
Colorado Rockies. Junior college trans- 
fer Markus Montelongo is set to succeed 
Hampson at shortstop. 

“Tt feels just like home here; Montelon- 
go said. “These guys here are my brothers 
and they're already treating me like fam- 
ily? 

Montelongo transfers from South 
Mountain College in Phoenix where he 
had a .356 batting average, scored 41 runs 
and stole 19 bases his sophomore season. 
Given his exceptional junior college statis- 
tics and fundamentally sound defensive 
tools, he will be a welcomed addition for 
Dirtbags fans who have enjoyed a long 
history of outstanding shortstops. 

“Tm just here to play my game,’ Mon- 
telongo said. “IfI start thinking too much 
about [expectations] it’s going to take me 
away from what I do” 

The bullpen is another area where the 
Dirtbags were affected by last year’s draft. 
This year's young group of relievers will 
have to learn as the season goes on in or- 
der to seal victories for the starters. 

“The bullpen guys are going to have to 
grow on the job” Buckley said. “There is 
going to be some ebb and flow as far as 
where we find roles for guys in the bull- 


» 


pen: 


LAINE HUFFMAN 
THIRD BASEMAN 


As for 
the closer 
position, LBSU 
has two strong op- 
tions in sophomore 
Chris Rivera and redshirt 
senior Josh Advocate. Rivera 
led the Big West in saves last sea- 
son with 13 and Advocate had a 3-0 
record out of the bullpen last season with 
a 1.74 ERA in 21.0 innings. 

“Rivera has done it before and he’s got- 
ten better in these last couple of weeks; 
Buckley said. “Advocate has been very 
consistent for us. He hasn't pitched at the 
end of the game but I think he’s mature 
enough to be able to do that” 

The Dirtbags’ schedule can be consid- 
ered tough by most and there are several 
key matchups that will affect the teams 
national ranking. 

One of the biggest blips on the Dirt- 
bags’ radar this year comes March 14, 
when Texas Christian University travels 
to Blair Field. TCU is currently the No.1 
ranked team in the nation. 

“Its a tough schedule, but we set it? 
Buckley said. “We're always trying to play 
good teams. We want to get things figured 


"out by the time conference starts and these 


games will help with that” 

Once conference begins, the Dirtbags 
will have to deal with defending Big West 
champions Cal State Fullerton May 25-27. 


MARKUS MONTELONGO 
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it’ 


SHORTSTOP 


shite? 
Titans 
were 36- 
23 and had 
a 17-7 conference 
record in 2016. 
“The number one goal this year is to 
win the Big West Conference; Buckley 
said. 


It is safe to say that this Dirtbags ball: 
club has potential to be one of the bestfans’ 


hhave seen in years, Q 


paper, they ti 


the elements necéssary to put together a | 


successful season. The Dirtbags get the 
2017 season underway Feb. 17-19 at the 
University of Oklahoma for a three-game 


series against the Sooners. 


TH 
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ame time 


KEY 2017 SERIES: 


When: Feb. 17-19 

Where: Norman, Oklahoma 

Why: The Dirtbags were originally supposed to host the Oklahoma Sooners at Blair 
Field for the season opener. But with the inclement weather in the forecast this week- 
end, the series was moved to Norman. 


= 
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When: March 3-5 

Where: Chapel Hill, North Carolina 

Why: North Carolina has been ranked as high as ninth in the country on D1 baseball. 
com, as well as 17th on Baseball America and 12th on Perfect Game. A few wins against 
the “Heels” in Chapel Hill would be big for the Dirtbags' ranking. 


JARREN DURAN 
SECOND BASEMAN 


When: March 14 

Where: Blair Field 

Why: Long Beach State will be returning from a six-game road trip and only have one 
off day to prepare for the home game against Texas Christian University, the No. 1 team 
in the country. 


When: March 24-26 

- Where: Blair Field ' 
Why: The non-conference series against Cal State Fullerton will be a good “tune up” 
for the Dirtbags, according to coach Buckley. The Titans are the defending Big West 
champions and have been favored to repeat. 


LUKE RASMUSSEN 
DESIGNATED HITTER 


When: March 21 - April 2 

Where: Santa Barbara 

Why: The UCSB Gauchos earned a ticket to the College World Series last year and will 
be looking to make consecutive appearances. If the Dirtbags can get three wins against 
them on the road, it will raise their RPI. 


_ D49er’s projected starting pitchers: 


y 

Ke When: May 25-27 

4 Where: Fullerton 

= Why: The Dirtbags’ final regular season series could have Big West title implications. * 
3 a, Emotions will be running high if a guaranteed trip to the NCAA tournament is on 

A Midi ay ‘ the line. 

: DARREN MCCAUGHAN . DAVE SMITH JOHN SHEAKS 
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CAMPUS ACTIVITY 


Control, ‘alt,’ delete; racist 


“Alt-right” group 
denies diversity by 
disguising fascist, 
neo-Nazi messages as 
promotions of white 
heritage and identity. 


By Jorge Paniagua 
Contributing Writer 


white nationalist 


group named “Identity | 


Evropa’ posted fliers 
around campus last 
week. 

One displayed an image of a statue 
of Julius Caesar with the motto “Serve 
Your People” slapped across of it. The 
other showed a statue of Hercules — 
yes, the Greek mythological figure — 
and the slogan “Protect Your Heritage.” 

The group aims to recruit white male 
college students into their racist organi- 
zation which advocates for an all-white 
nation — that’s right, one devoid of 
multiculturalism. 

Identity Evropa has rebranded white 
supremacy into what they label as a 
“white identity” movement — one that 
allegedly aims to “save” their race from 
being ousted by diversification. 

It’s important to disprove one of the 
central messages of their “movement.” 
Identity Evropa spreads perturbing 
claims that the nation belongs exclu- 
sively to white people and that diversity 
is damaging the country’s infrastruc- 
ture. 

These white supremacists strive to- 
ward placing an end to immigration 
to the U.S. — that’s-if the migrants are 
people of color — in order to maintain 
a white national identity. 


The group was basically founded on 


fear: fear of cultural diversity and a col- 
lective concern that other white males 
will lean toward the political left and, 
essentially, be OK with diversity. 

But, there is no need to fear multi- 
culturalism, specifically on-campus 
— it's beautiful, it’s progressive and it 
profusely benefits college students’ aca- 
demia and the nation in general. 

According to an article by Kather- 
ine W. Phillips for Scientific American 
magazine, “By disrupting conformity 
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AMERICA! 


Ralph Barrera | Austin American-Statesman 


Sheldon Weisfeld makes noise as he joins hundreds of other protestors outside the Student center against white na- 
tionalist Richard Spencer, who spoke on the campus of Texas A&M at the Memorial Student Center Tuesday night 
on Dec. 6, 2016 in College Station, Texas. 


[diversity] produces a public good. 

To step back from the goal of di- 
verse classrooms would deprive all 
students, regardless of their racial 
or ethnic background, of the oppor- 
tunity to benefit from the improved 
cognitive performance that diversity 
promotes.” 

Phillips said it — being in a diverse 
environment makes people smarter. 
Furthermore, in an article for The 
Washington Post by Joann Weiner, 
“Academic papers written by diverse 
groups have a higher impact than pa- 
pers written by people from the same 
ethnic group. 

Diversity in authors, whether by 
ethnicity, location, or references, leads 
to greater contributions to science, ac- 
cording to researchers at the National 
Bureau of Economic Research.” 

So, why is Identity Evropa so against 
the effects of multiculturalism in our 
nation — the kind of positive effects 
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The so-called alt-right 
consistently uses Nazi 
symbolism, gestures and 
rhetoric — a sickening way 
to get their point across in 
the most anti-Semitic , racist 


manner. 99 


which remake society to incorporate 
everyone,not just white people — in 
politics, business and culture? 

It’s simple: they're not “serving” the 
white race and they're not embracing 
actual “European” culture — they’re 
simply a group of racists. They stroll 
around different California college 
campuses in hopes of finding white 
male college students who are fascist 
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enough to join their heinous ranks. 

Just to make it clear, these men tru- 
ly are fascists — they exalt nation and 
race over the individual profusely while 
admiring Nazism through their associ- 
ation with the National Policy Institute 
aka the “alt-right” lobby. 

The so-called alt-right consistent- 
ly uses Nazi symbolism, gestures and 
rhetoric — a sickening way to get their 
point across in the most anti-Semitic , 
racist manner. 

Even the action report posted on the 
groups website is a puzzling, discrimi- 
natory mess. 

According to the Identity Evropa 
site, “a left-leaning student who is con- 
cerned with universal health cover- 


age, global warming and community 


cohesion can be educated about how 
diversity destroys social currency, and 
mass immigration into first world na- 
tions only increases our massive carbon 
output.” ; 
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fliers have got to go 


This “intellectual” approach to rac- 
ism specifically targets college students 
and is deeply misleading. 

The rhetoric the group uses in their 
online action reports, for example, is 
a wordy and turgid attempt to mislead 
students into thinking it’s some kind of 
European pride movement — rather 
than a racist one. 

Dont let this fraternity of fascists 
fool you — there is no “alternative” 
right. Identity Evropa’s rhetoric is fun- 
damentally the same as what Klu Klux 
Klan members and neo-Nazis have 
been exalting for decades. 

The only difference between Iden- 
tity Evropa and them is the apparel 
— members of Identity Evropa mostly 
wear business suits while on their racist 
endeavors. 

Even so, the lord and savior of this 
fascist frat boy club — Richard Spen- 
cer, president of the National Policy 
Institute - won't admit to any of that. 
In fact, Spencer refuses to admit he's a 
white supremacist. 

In an interview with Al-Jazeera’ 


' Kristen Saloomey, Spencer explicitly 


told Saloomey, “T object to being called 
a white supremacist because it’s simply 
not true. A white supremacist would 
want to lord over other races or con- 
trol over the races and so on. Iam nota 
white supremacist.” 

Yet, the man’s aim has “neo-Nazism” 
plastered all over it. 

According to a New York Times 
article titled, “Alt-Right Gathering Ex- 
ults in Trump Election With Nazi-Era 
Salute” by Joseph Goldstein, after he 


finished his rant advocating white su-. 


premacy at an alt-right annual confer- 
ence in Nov. 2016 in Washington D.C., 
“several audience members had their 
arms outstretched in a Nazi. salute. 
Mr. Spencer called out: “Hail Trump! 
Hail our people!” and then, “Hail vic- 
tory!” — the English translation of the 
Nazi exhortation “Sieg Heil!” The room 
shouted back” 

This sort of rhetoric has no place at 
Cal State Long Beach or any college 
campus for that matter. Universities are 
hubs for progressive and tolerant ways 
of thinking and living — so let's keep 
these racists out. 

Denouncing Nazism is an Ameri- 
can tradition, don't let Identity Evropa’s 
white-collar supremacy fool you. 
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CAMPUS CLUB 


Karate club teaches more th 


Technique and 
character are key 
principles of the 
Shotokan Karate Club. 


By Carlos Villicana 
Staff Writer 


Battle cries echo through the halls 
of the Kinesiology building as the class 
moves as one. Sporting the gi; the stu- 
dents in KIN 60A are members of Cal 
State Long Beach’s Shotokan Karate 
Club, the oldest martial art organization 
on campus. 

Shotokan is a style of karate that was 
developed in 1936 by Gichin Funakoshi 
and his son Gigo Funakoshi. It consists 
of many martial arts, including kihon, 
kata and kumite. 

The club begins every semester by 
starting with the basics of Shotokan, 
which Club President Yessica Gomez 
believes helps newcomers feel welcome. 

Kihon consists of Shotokan’s basic 
techniques, movements and stances that 
provide stability and strength. Kata con- 
sists of a variety of motions and strikes, 
and pays closer attention to rhythm. 
Kumite is the application of techniques 
learned in kata, also known as sparring. 
The traditional style of Shotokan is con- 
sidered very: influential, credited for 
helping popularize karate. 

Gichin Funakoshi introduced the 
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The CSULB Shotokan Karate of America club performs its technique at the 2015 CSUF Karate Demo. 


martial art to Japan through public 
demonstrations and university clubs, 
and he remained in the country to teach 
it, but Tsutomu Ohshima soon brought 
karate to the United States. 

One of Master Funakoshi’s last pupils, 
Ohshima, opened the first karate dojo 
in the US. at the Konko Church in Los 
Angeles. Among his students was Cay- 
lor Adkins, one of Mr. Ohshima’s first 
black belts and a CSULB student. Ad- 
kins formed the club in 1967, and it has 
remained since. 

Its current dojo instructor, Samir 
Abboud, joined the club in 1969 and 
continued to train with the club after he 
graduated. He is currently at the rank of 


/ TM SORRY TO \/YEAH! T WASNT] 
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UP WITH You! 


EXPECTING. IT 


fifth degree black belt. 

“Well, I got beat up in a bar” Abboud 
said when asked what attracted him to 
karate. “So I decided I never want to get 
beat up again.” 

Abboud joined the club when he saw 
a friend doing karate moves, which im- 
mediately drew his curiosity. He joined 
to the club and has not left it since. Ab- 
boud was entrusted with leadership in 
1992, when his teacher, Don DePree, de- 
parted to oversee the Shotokan Ohshi- 
ma Dojo in Santa Barbara. 

The club has changed through the 
years, but Abboud believes they remain 
strong. 

“The members now are less,’ Abboud 


SO HOW ARE YOU 
FEELING? 


said. “In 1992, we used to have maybe 50 
or 60 people, now we have 35 [or] 40. We 
practice in the day and night, so some- 
times at practice there's about 10 or 15. 
So numbers have really dropped down 
but were still going strong, it doesn't 
matter to us... 

We're like the Marines, the few and 
the good,” Abboud joked. 

The group is home to three types of 
practice sessions: karate class, karate 


- club and self-defense class. 


The karate class is tailored for be- 
ginners to learn Shotokan, while the 
self-defense class is about teaching stu- 
dents how to be able to defend them- 
selves in real-life situations. The karate 


csulb.ska.org 


an fighting 


club session is where the more experi- 
enced students can practice what they 
have learned. 

“Practicing Shotdkan gives people 
confidence. In my experience, as well 
as others that I’ve spoken to [and] ob- 
served, people really appreciate the 
self-defense aspects. For many, it serves 
as a way to clear your mind and relieve 
stress, as our practice typically includes 
a short meditation, as well as breathing 
exercises,’ Gomez said. 

Though the club has participated in 
tournaments, Abboud said they do not 
do so regularly because tournaments 
tend to have a lot of “bad feelings.” 

“Bad referees, bad ego, everyone 
wants to win. It’s not about winning or 


losing” Abboud said. 


Abboud believes that karate is not 
about claiming superiority in a fight, but 
is instead about evolving and improving 
one’s character. 

“The more they practice the more 
they clean themselves. This is the whole 
idea of karate, the perfection of the char- 
acter of the person. Not just punching 
and kicking” Abboud said. 

Other activities the organization par- 
ticipates in include karate demonstra- 
tions, weekend practices at the beach 
and fundraisers. i 

“As a general goal, we are always 
looking to grow more, and connect with 
more people who are interested in learn- 
ing martial arts,’ Gomez said. 

Gomez said that next year will mark 
the club’s 50th anniversary. 
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Madison Mooney and 
Sean Gray received 
promotions at the Long 
Beach Playhouse this 
year. 


By Isabel Ramos 
Staff Writer 


Sean Gray graduated from Cal 
State Long Beach in the spring of 2008 
and two years later, so did Madison 
Mooney. The two have more in com- 
mon than graduating from the same 
university, though - they both got pro- 
moted to directors at the Long Beach 
Playhouse this year. 

The Long Beach Playhouse has been 
around since 
1929 and, ac- 
cording to their 


vision statement, 


day job until. She was officially hired in 
2012. 

She worked her way up to one of the 
top positions, where she has a variety 
of tasks such as administrative work, 
acting as community liaison, handling 
finances and overseeing grant develop- 
ments for the theater. 

Mooney credits CSULB for giving 
her a very well rounded theater experi- 
ence that not only included the artistic 
side of theater but, the management 
and administrative side as well. 

Gray left CSULB with a degree in 
theater arts and an emphasis in acting 
and went straight to the Long Beach 
Playhouse as prop master, which had 
him purchasing, acquiring, manufac- 
turing, properly placing and overseeing 
any props needed for a production. 

After some time, he became the tech- 
nical director and 
handled the tech- 
nical equipment, 
maintained light- 


b) ., a 
strives to provide 'm happy where I'm at ing and sound 
diverse, socially but, of course hope to equipment and 
significant, classic keep growing to a bigger organizing _ the 


and contempo- 
rary plays. 

They _collab- 
orate with many 
artist organiza- 
tions to put on director 
13 shows a year 
in their two the- 
aters, the main- 
stage on the first floor and the studio 
theater on the second. 

“In these times, especially, we want 
the community to know that we strive 
to be a welcoming environment, 
Mooney said about the Playhouse. 

In January, Mooney started as exec- 
utive director and Gray became artistic 
director, on top of continuing his posi- 
tion as technical director. 

After graduating with her degree 
in theater arts, Mooney started at the 
Long Beach Playhouse by volunteer- 


ing to work on shows while working a 


theater down the road. 


-Madison Mooney, 
Long Beach Playhouse executive 


tion process. 

He continues 
as technical di- 
rector now as well 
as being artistic 
director. As ar- 
tistic director, he 
is responsible for 
booking shows for the theater -even 
directing and producing some of them. 

Gray credits his time at Orange Coast 
College in Costa Mesa for teaching him 
more of the technical side of theater. 
As for CSULB, Gray said it’s where he 
learned to engage in theater and, as he 
said, “how to have [an artistic] vision.” 

Both Mooney and Gray are excited 
to be moving up in the theater world 
and continue to strive forward. 

“fm happy where I'm at but, of 
course hope to keep growing to a bigger 
theater down the road? Mooney said. 
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Alumni take director chairs in LB Playhouse 


Isabel Ramos | Daily 49er 
Long Beach Playhouse, located at 5021 E. Anaheim St. will be showing “Rumors” written by Neil Simon from Feb. 


25 to Mar. 25. 
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